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Pastoral Letter

Dear member,

As the convenor, entrusted with the oversight of Ebrington, 1 welcome this
opportunity to express on paper what [ know 1s in many a heart.

First of all, looking back over 2009, this was a vear of significant change within the
congregation. At the end of the Summer, you said tarewell to Richard Mcllhatton
who had been with you as Assistant Minister since 2005. For four years, he served
taithfully in public and in private, preaching and pastoring. As together we thank
God for his service among us, we are delighted for him that he received the call to
become minister of Christ Church, Dundonald and many of you were present on the
evening of his Ordination and Installation. We were just as delighted that Richard

had the good sense to marry Julie; our prayers and good wishes follow them both to
Dundonald.

An even greater change came our way when, at the end of May, Dr. Fell announced
his retirement which happened in October with the Communion services being his
last as the serving Minister in Ebrington Presbyterian Church. His twenty one years
as minister have been filled with many challenges and changes both for him and the
congregation; only in heaven will we understand the full extent of the Lord’s work
through him among us. In early November, as a congregation, you had the
opportunity to acknowledge publicly your gratitude to Joe and Sheila for their many
years of love and service in and through the life of Ebrington. Our prayers and good
wishes are with them both as they enter a new stage in life — retirement.

Now as a congregation, we have entered 2010 and face the future. “When will we
get our new minister?” 1is the question for which we all want the answer. While it
may seem that nothing is happening, I want to assure you that within both the Session
and Committee of the congregation, we have been taking all the necessary initial
steps in the process to call a new minister. At every stage in the process we will keep
the congregation well informed. As we proceed along the journey to find a new
minister, we urge vou to be faithful in supporting your congregation in every way
possible — not least by your weekly attendance at Sunday worship and by your
prayers. For it 1s our prayer that the Lord “who knows everyone’s heart” will show
us and lead us to the person He has chosen to be the new minister for Ebrington.

And to God be all the Glory.

Rob Craig

April 2010



THE KIRK SESSION REPORT For 2009

The year 2009 has been a year of change for the people of Ebrington in more ways than
one. From starting the year with a full time minister and an assistant minister we ended
the year with no in-house spiritual leader. However we are greatly indebted to the Rev
Rob Craig for his leadership throughout recent months and for the calibre of evangelistic
ministers we have been blessed with since the first Sunday in November. Thank you for
all the help you have given to me, The Kirk Session, The Church Committee, The Be-
reaved and those 1n hospital. We all appreciate your guidance in every way.

A healthy church has been described as a learning, loving, worshipping and witnessing
church. The prayer of The Kirk Session 1s that these four qualities describe Ebrington
and that you will see from this report that that 1s what we are striving to fulfil.

Through the Sunday Services and the Wednesday Evening Cell Groups or Mid-weeks,
we have been constantly learning from God’s Word. The themes to which we have been
exposed to at our Sunday Services have ranged from Living in Today’s World, Ap-
proaching the Cross, The Church Under God’s Spotlight and Bible Prayers. Our Cell
Groups have dealt with Discipleship Explored and from the Autumn have been tryving to
come to terms with The Mission Plan for our Church. This process is still ongoing.

At the beginning of 2009 The Kirk Session was divided into seven Oversight Teams. The
thinking behind the formation of these teams was three fold, 1 To focus the elders’
minds, 2 To give the elders a more definite role in working alongside and encouraging
the leaders in our organisations and 3 so that the elders and the leaders would realise that
the work does not always have to be driven by the minister. Even though we do not have
an n house minister the work of those seven Oversight Teams is still ongoing. The eld-
ers have been divided into these seven teams and I am sure vou will find the titles self-
explanatory. Sunday Ministry, Youth & Children’s Ministry, Adult Ministry, Evangelism
& Social Outreach, Worldwide Mission, Pastoral Care and finally Publications.

Graeme Thompson, The Youth & Children’s Officer in Church House has been working
alongside The Youth & Children’s Team, The Leaders of our Organisations, the Mem-
bers of the Organisations and their Parents to investigate all the work that 1s carried out
here among our youth and children and to help to draw up a strategy for expanding this
work. We hope this will be ready in the early summer.

Many extra activities have been undertaken during the year in order to show Christian
Love to the community and to win more souls for The Kingdom. The Clean Sweep car-
ried out during five Saturdays in May, The Pamper Day, The Holiday Bible Club, The
Tiddlers, The Men’s Club, The Luncheon Club and the Coffee Bar are all opportunities
to reach into the community and hopefully to see integration into our other organisations
and the church but above all into God’s family.



Many families in our congregation have suffered traumatic change during 2009. We
have had thirty one deaths two of whom were senior elders, namely Jim Aiken and
Jim Moorehead. Jim Aiken had been an elder in this church for 62 years while Jim
Moorehead had served as an elder for 51 years. We in the Kirk Session will certainly
miss their wise counsel and their prayers. To the family circle of all the thirty one
families we offer our sincere sympathy and pray that The Great Comforter and Sus-
tainer will be with you all in the days ahead. On a brighter note we have had three
weddings, three baptisms and one young man joined the church on protession of his
faith. As we mourn with those who mourn we rejoice with those who rejoice.

This report would not be complete if I did not pay tribute to the twenty one vears that
The Rev Dr Fell gave to the congregation as A Spiritual Leader, A Pastor, A Friend,
A Clerk of Works, in fact a man with boundless energy who had his finger in every
pie. We miss him around this place in numerous ways but our prayer is that he will
enjoy a long and happy retirement. He could not have carried on the work without
the faithtul support of his wife Sheila, and we are also indebted to her for the lead she
took in the P. W. A. for twenty years. Thank you to you both. During the year our
Assistant Minister first of all decided to get married and then accepted a call to Christ
Church Dundonald. We wish Richard and Julie every blessing in their new sphere of
service for The Lord.

As we face the many challenges we as A Kirk Session are encountering due to a va-
cancy, our prayer is that we always remember that there 1s more ahead than what is
behind us. We ask for God’s Guidance to Get Up, Get Over It and Move On real-
ising that;

With God behind us,
And His arms beneath us
We can face

Whatever is before us.

Ruby Millar (Clerk of Session)



JAMES MOOREHEAD

James Moorehead, or Jim as he was known to us all, died on the 30™ October 2009 at the age of 95.
The faithfulness of his sisters and family circle meant he only spent a short time in hospital and a
nursing home where even there his sisters remained constant companions to him, until Our Lord
called him home. Although he had been in failing health for some considerable time, his determina-
tion and his love of his Lord and Master saw him struggling to his pew in God’s House here every
Sunday right up to a few months before he died. He was always interested in the work of Ebrington
and played a significant part in many areas of the work here.

As a boy growing up he received both his secular and spiritual education within these walls, having
attended Ebrington Primary School as well as the Church Organisations. This was not wasted on Jim
because he gave back so much of what he learnt to many spheres of the congregation over his long
life. He was ordained to the eldership on the 12® January 1958 and fulfilled his duties with great
sympathy and understanding. He was a constant visitor to his district until 2004 when he began to
feel the pressure of moving from one house to another. He was also responsible for The Communion
Arrangements and one place where we certainly all missed him was at The Remembrance Service
where he always took a leading role. Jim was secretary of The Congregational Committee for 23
years and was convenor of The Missionary Committee from its inception in March 1963. In 1993 he
received a bible from The Presbyterian Church in Ireland for over 40 years service to many young
people in our Sunday Schools. Jim was a man of many talents and a well read man who enjoyed a
challenge in quizzes and participating in the games of The Youth Fellowship on a Saturday Night.

We will all have different memories of Jim which have left a lasting mark on this congregation, but
the folks who will miss him the most are his own immediate family circle. To Lena, Muriel, Mervyn
and Jim’s nieces and nephews we offer our sincere sympathy and assure them of our continued
prayers in the days ahead.

JAMES AIKEN

On the 17" December 2009 James Aiken died in Longfield Nursing Home where he had been a pa-
tient over the past number of years. Although Jim had suffered ill health for some considerable time,
his death came as a shock to us all. Life has not been easy for Jim, especially since his wife Violet
died in 2001. Throughout the remaining eight vears of being on his own Brian, Hilary, their families
and many friends have been a great source of comfort to Jim.

Jim was a faithful elder in this congregation for 62 years having been ordained as an elder on the 8"
June 1947 by The Derry Presbytery, as it was then. While his health permitted Jim was a frequent
visitor in his district and of course the one constant memory most of us have of Jim was his prayer
life. Daily he upheld his family, his friends, the wider world and of course this congregation before
The Throne of God. At prayer time in our Kirk Session Meetings I can still hear Jim’s voice as he
prayed for many needs.

Jim was a loyal Sunday School Teacher and between 1947 and 1976 he had various spells as Super-
intendent in both the moming and afternoon Sunday Schools, a responsibility which was surrounded
in prayer.

We have been bereft of his prayers and his friendship but his family will miss him the most and their
many visits to him. To Brian and Sandra, Hilary and Colin, his brother David and their families and
also his wide circle of friends we offer our sincere sympathy and assure them of our continued
prayers in the days ahead.

Psalm 116 v. 103
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints.”

Ruby Millar (Clerk of Session)



Committee Report. To the Annual General Meeting
Spring 2010.

Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen it gives me much pleasure to present the
committee report for 2009.
The church committee met regularly during the past year and as we now have a big-
ger membership the attendances have improved. The committee have been busy and
diligent in their work and many things have been accomplished but unfortunately
some problems are still with us, namely the rear Apex. At one stage we felt we were
moving forward and the work was to be put out to tender but complications arose
about how much or how little should be done at this stage and doubt as to whether we
were eligible for grants so it all seems to have ground to a halt again.

Another problem that also seems to be insoluble is the unpleasant smell around
the Bistro area. We have had manholes sealed and drains mspected but all to no
avail. However this may be beyond our control as we have discovered that other
businesses around here have the same problem so it is now in the hands of the
Council.

I’'m sure everyone 1s aware of the alcove that has appeared at the right hand side
of the platform in the Rankin Hall. The emergency door there has to be available to
meet Health and Safety Regulations. I know the hall may seem cooler but we have
put on a heavy close-fitting door. The good china has been moved from the kitchen
to the cupboards 1n this alcove. Outside the Rankin Hall one of the high up window
sills partly disintegrated. Fortunately there were no cars or people in the vicinity at
the time. This has been repaired and the other windowsills checked.

The Bistro 1s now looking well with the tables and chairs and, of course, the
luncheon club and the coffee bar are up and running. Unfortunately neither is
operating at full capacity and if numbers do not improve this will have to be looked at
again — so, please come and support them.

The Treasurer will probably be telling you in more detail in his report about the
new accounting system that the churches have to adopt. For this reason we purchased
an Omega System, which is a computerised “wizard” and those of us who are
involved with church money are trying to get familiar with it. Thanks to all the hard
work and preparation that Mr. Billy McFaul (and Andrew McFaul too) has put into 1t,
even | can manage it. It should reduce the “pen-pushing” in the future. Billy is also
responsible for the operation of the Power Point and the D.V.D.s. He improved the
working of the camera and we owe him a great debt of gratitude for all the work he
does with both the F.W.O. and the Power Point. A new desk top computer has been
purchased for the office.






